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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


Saturday, 


September  7,  1935 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON. I!  Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Homemakers,  at  last  I  believe  in  mental  telepathy.     There  must  be  some- 
thing to  it.     Twice  this  week  I've  talked  about  ready-made  dresses,  and  I've  given 
you  the  best  information  I  could  get  on  how  to  buy  quality  dresses  for  the  school 
girl  and  quality  dresses  for  yourself.    And  all  the  time  I  was  wishing  that  I  had 
sorae  facts  about  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  all  garments  to  buy  —  the  costume 
slip. 

Lady  Luck  has  come  to  my  rescue,   in  the  form  of  a  letter  from  our  regular 
correspondent  in  Washington,  D.  C.     In  her  travels  about  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,  she  stopped  in  to  see  the  Clothing  and  Textiles  people  in  the  Bureau  of 
Home  Economics  early  this  week,  and  they  gave  her  a  list  of  "Buying  Guides  for 
Costume  Slips."    Here's  what  she  says  about  it: 

"I  literally  pounced  on  the  information,  because  of  all  the  garments  that 
I  have  to  buy,  the  slip  is  the  hardest.     I  spent  several  days  last  week, "  she 
says,  "trying  on  slips,  and  trying  to  find  just  one  model  that  would  hang  straight, 
that  wouldn't  shrink,  that  wouldn't  split  in  the  seams,  that  would  have  a  simple, 
strong  finish.    But  did  I  find  it?    No.     A  thousand  times  no J     But  now,  armed 
with  these  buying  guides,  I'm  going  to  try  again.     Wish  me  luck,  sister." 

Well,   I  wish  her  luck  all  right.    And  now,  homemakers,  I'm  going  to  pass 
these  "buying  guides"  on  to  you.     If  there  isn't  time  for  all  of  them  today,  then 
we'll  just  continue  the  subject  next  Saturday.     Here  we  go,  to  learn  about 
costume  slips: 

"Costume  slips, 11  says  the  author  of  these  "buying  guides,"  "make  up  a 
large  part  of  practically  every  woman's  annual  clothing  expenditure,  yet  there 
are  no  hard  and  fast  rules  for  the  purchaser  to  follow  so  as  to  be  certain  of 
getting  the  qualities  wanted.     Handl e  and  appearance  are  not  reliable  guides." 
(They  certainly  aren't.)     "Labels,  while  a  very  desirable  medium  for  giving  proper 
information,  too  often  carry  statements  that  are  both  indefinite  and  misleading. 
This  was  recently  revealed  in  a  study  made  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 
Sixteen  out  of  seventeen  slips  labeled  100$  Pure  Silk  were  tested  and  found  to  be 
heavily  weighted.  " 

Now,  about  fabrics:     "Fabrics  commonly  used  in  slips  are  silk,  synthetics, 
linen,  or  cotton.    All  of  these  fabrics  come  in  varying  qualities,  which  naturally 
affect  the  amount  of  wear  you  can  get  out  of  them,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  construc- 
tion you  should  look  for  when  buying.     The  quality  of  cottons  and  linens  is  easier 
to  judge  than  of  silks  and  synthetics."    Well,  be  that  as  it  may,  let's  talk 
about  silk  slips  today: 
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"Silks  and  synthetics  usually  drape  to  the  figure  better  than  cottons, 
making  a  very  good  basis  for  a  dress.    However,  they  are  more  varied  in  kind  and 
quality.     In  fact,  a  silk  or  synthetic  slip  can  "be  had  at  practically  any  price 
from  thirty-nine  cents  on  up.     It  is  often  difficult  to  distinguish  between  low- 
grade  and  high-grade  slips  in  both  silks  and  synthetics.     One  slip  may  look  just 
as  good  as  another  to  anyone  not  familiar  with  what  wears  and  what  does  not  wear. 
In  poor  quality  slips  the  fabrics  are  sized,  dyed,  and  pressed  to  appear,  when 
displayed  in  the  store,  as  much  like  good  quality  merchandise  as  possible.  Also, 
low  grade  slips  are  trimmed  with  laces  and  embroideries,  which,  though  inferior, 
give  practically  the  same  general  effect  as  those  on  better  goods. 

"It  pays  to  look  beneath  all  this  surface  niceness  and  find  the  real 
quality  of  a  slip.     Notice  details.     Examine  a  fabric  without  thought  of  the 
color,  and  see  if  it  is  firm  and  evenly  woven  rather  than  loose,   filled  with 
sizing,  and  pressed  hard  to  spread  the  yarns  and  give  a  lustrous  finish.  Pall 
the  fabric  slightly  between  the  thumb  and  finger  to  see  if  the  yarns  shift  easily. 
Oftentimes  the  weave  of  a  fabric  is  not  properly  balanced;  that  is,  there  are  too 
few  filling  yarns  for  the  number  in  the  warp.     This  allows  the  warp  yarns  to  slide 
first  this  way  and  that  after  a  little  wear;  then  the  fabric  takes  on  a  blistered 
appearance  which  spoils  the  shape  of  the  slip  and  eventually  it  breaks.     This  is 
a  very  common  trouble,  particularly  with  French  crepes,  and  price  is  no  safeguard. 
In  higher  priced  slips  the  yarns  may  shift  as  badly  as  in  lower  priced  garments. 

"Occasionally  labels  are  attached  to  slips  stating  that  the  yarns  'will  not 
shift,1  but  such  statements  are  as  yet  rare,   so  ask  about  this  quality.  Don't 
be  content  with  'We  have  no  complaints. '     Such  an  answer  is  evasive  and  there  is 
no  way  of  knowing  how  many  dissatisfied  women  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  com- 
plain or  make  returns."     (That's  a  good  point.     Too  many  of  us  suffer  in  silence.) 

"Insist  on  definite  information,  preferably  printed  on  a  manufacturer's 
label  or  tag,  about  the  weighting  and  loading  of  silks  and  synthetics.  There 
are  many  carelessly  worded  and  misleading  statements,   so  take  care  not  to  read 
more  into  them  than  they  actually  state. 

"Color  fastness  in  lingerie  silks  has  had  little  attention  as  yet.  Some 
materials  fade  quickly;  other  change  little,  if  any,   in  color.     So  ask  for  defin- 
ite information.     Clerks  sometimes  settle  such  inquiries  by  suggesting  that  you 
can  tint  the  slip  as  you  wish  it,   in  case  the  colors  do  fade.     This  can  be  done, 
hut  it  causes  extra  trouble  and  expense. 

"Until  recently,  practically  all  silk  and  synthetic  slips  had  to  be  pur- 
chased with  a  guess  allowance  for  shrinkage.     But  now  you  can  get  them  'pre- 
washed,  '  or  'guaranteed  not  to  shrink'." 

Homemakers,  I'll  have  to  stop  here,  but  there's  a  lot  more           a  lot  more. 

All  about  cut  and  fit  and  workmanship,  finishes  and  trim,  and  shoulder  straps. 
Shoulder  straps  are  a  problem  in  themselves.     Well,  next  Saturday  we'll  continue 
the  subject,  and  perhaps  with  all  this  buying  information  at  our  finger  tips, 
the  costume  slip  will  no  longer  be  the  bane  of  our  existence. 


Goodbye,  until  Monday. 


